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Education 
 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst       
Ph.D., Sociology (With Distinction) 

Committee: Naomi Gerstel, Ronnie Janoff-Bulman (Psychology), Joya Misra,  
and Robert Zussman (Chair) 
 

Transylvania University          
Bachelor of Arts (With Honors)  

Majors:  Anthropology and Sociology 
Minors: 
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Research Grants & Funding 
 

Institute for Liberal Arts        2024 
Black Geographies 
 
Institute for Liberal Arts        2018 ð 2019 
Race, Violence, and Trauma 
 
Institute for Liberal Arts        2012 ð 2013 
Darfurian Refugees and International Justice 
Co-Investigators:  C. Shawn McGuffey and Rho
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Distinguished Publication Award       2022 
“Rape Appraisals: Class Mobility, Social Geography, and Sexual Morality Tales in 
Ghana, South Africa, and Rwanda.” Association for Women in Psychology 
 
Arlene Kaplan Daniels Award, Best article on Women and Social Justice 2022 
“Rape Appraisals: Class Mobility, Social Geography, and Sexual Morality Tales in 
Ghana, South Africa, and Rwanda.” Society for the Study of Social Problems 
 
 
Distinguished Article Award Honorable Mention    2021 
“Intersectionality, Cognition, Disclosure and Black LGBT Views on Civil Rights  
and Marriage Equality:  Is Gay the New Black?” Race, Gender & Class Section  
of the American Sociological Association 
 
Kimberlé Crenshaw Outstanding Article Award     2016 
“Rape and Racial Appraisals: Culture, Intersectionality and Black Women’s  
Accounts of Sexual Assault.”  Racial and Ethnic Minorities Division of the 
Society for the Study of Social Problems 
 
Distinguished Article Award       2016 
“Rape and Racial Appraisals: Culture, Intersectionality and Black Women’s 
Accounts of Sexual Assault.”  Race, Gender & Class Section of the American 
Sociological Association 
 
Distinguished Achievement Award, Transylvania University   2013 
Awarded to “alumni who have distinguished themselves as  
Transylvanians through their professional lives, standards of 
excellence, and community service.”  
 
Best Article Award         2009 
“Saving Masculinity: Gender Reaffirmation, Sexuality, Race and Parental  
Responses to Male Child Sexual Abuse.”  Sexualities Section of the American 
Sociological Association 
 
Sally Hacker Award         2006 
“Engendering Trauma:  Race, Class, and Gender Reaffirmation after Child    
Sexual Abuse.”  Sex and Gender section of the American Sociological Association 
 
Distinction, Ph.D. Dissertation, Department of Sociology    2005 
     University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
 
Teaching Excellence Award, Division of Continuing Education   2004 
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
 
Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award      2002 
    Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts-Amherst 
    Title:  “Parental Responses to Extrafamilial Child Sexual Abuse of Boys.” 
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LGBT Resiliency Conference, Chestnut Hill, MA (Boston College)   2010 
Panelist, “From Trauma to Policy” 
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Courses 
 

Transylvania University 
 

Undergraduate Courses: 
African Diaspora Studies 
Introduction to Du Boisian Sociology 
Trauma, Culture and Coping 

 
 
 
 
 

Boston College 
 
Undergraduate Courses:    Mixed Level/Graduate Courses: 
A
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 Exam in Law and Society Defense, 11/30/16; Dissertation Proposal Defense, 9/10/2018); 
 Dissertation Defense, 7/25/2019) 
Kristen Drummey, Sociology Department, Boston College (M.A. Defense, 6/14/07) 
Samantha Eddy, Sociology Department, Boston College, (M.A. Defense, 10/20/15; Research 
 Practicum Fall 2015; Area Exam in Gender, 4/13/18) 
Jennifer Esala, Sociology Department, Boston College (M.A. Defense, 6/29/06) 
Shanyan Foo, Sociology Department, Boston College (M.A. Defense, 4/15/09) 
Amy Fennegan, Sociology Department, Boston College (Area Exam Defense, 2/26/09) 
Amanda Freeman, Sociology Department, Boston College (Area Exam in Poverty, Families and Social 
 Policy Defense, 8/21/13) 
Autumn Green, Sociology Department, Boston College (M.A. Defense, 2/12/07; Area Exam in 
 Race, Class & Gender Defense, 2/06/09; Dissertation Proposal Defense 12/13/10; Dissertation 
 Defense 4/29/13) 
Maheen Haider, Sociology Department, Boston College (M.A. Defense, 4/24/13; Area Exam in Race 
 & Visual Culture Defense, 12/15/2015; Dissertation Proposal Defense 6/27/17); Dissertation 
 Defense, 5/11/2021)  
Breanne Harris, Sociology Department, Boston College (M.A. Defense, 4/12/13) 
Sarah Hogan, Sociology Department, Boston College 
Amanda Jane, Sociology Department, Boston College 
Micaela Kimball, Sociology Department, Boston College 
Adina Koch, Sociology Department, Boston College 
Elise Largesse, Sociology Department, Boston College
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Å “Social Distancing, The Sociocultural Divide”     2020 

 
Å  “Putting the Pieces Together”       2020  

     
Boston Herald, Boston, MA        2016 
 Å  “Racial Crisis on Brink: Leaders Who Stoke Flames Not Needed”  
 
Patheos.com           
 Å  “Magnify the Joy:  Hope and Gratitude in the Midst of Illness”  2019 
 

Å  “Commemorating Hate:  On  Confederate Monuments, White  2017 
     Supremacy, and Where We Go From Here.” (Published response 
     to the Charlottesville White supremacists rally)       
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