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Selectivity DW ODZ VFKRROV� KRZHYHU� LV RQH IDFWRU WKDW FDQ EH TXDQWLILHG� \RX FDQ JDXJH D VFKRRO
V UHODWLYH
VHOHFWLYLW\ E\ FRPSDULQJ WKH QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDQWV DFFHSWHG WR WKH RYHUDOO QXPEHU RI DSSOLFDWLRQV� 7ZR NH\
UHVRXUFHV WKDW ZLOO KHOS \RX GHWHUPLQH \RXU FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV IRU VFKRROV DUH LV WKH 2IILFLDO *XLGH WR $%$
/DZ 6FKRROV� ZKLFK LQFOXGHV WKH UHTXLUHG GLVFORVXUHV WKDW SURYLGH LQVLJKW LQWR VHOHFWLYLW\�

6FKRROV FDQ EH GLYLGHG URXJKO\ LQWR WKUHH JURXSV�

Ɣ 6FKRROV ZLWK national reputations WKDW WHQG WR DSSHDU
\
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Understanding Admissions Criteria

Objective Criteria
/DZ VFKRROV FRQVLGHU WKH REMHFWLYH FULWHULD� WKH *3$ DQG /6$7 VFRUH� WKH IDFWRUV WKDW PRVW DFFXUDWHO\
SUHGLFW KRZ DSSOLFDQWV ZLOO SHUIRUP LQ WKHLU ILUVW \HDU RI ODZ VFKRRO�

Ɣ Law School Admission Test (LSAT): $SSOLFDQWV WDNH WKH /6$7� D KDOI�GD\ VWDQGDUGL]HG WHVW�
GXULQJ RQH RI QLQH WHVW DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV RIIHUHG DQQXDOO\ E\ WKH /DZ 6FKRRO $GPLVVLRQ &RXQFLO�
6FRUHV� ZKLFK UDQJH IURP ��� WR ���� DUH XVHG E\ PRVW ODZ VFKRROV DV D FRPPRQ PHDVXUHPHQW
RI SRWHQWLDO IRU VXFFHVV LQ ODZ VFKRRO��

Ɣ Undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA): $SSOLFDQWV VXEPLW XQGHUJUDGXDWH WUDQVFULSWV WR WKH
&UHGHQWLDO $VVHPEO\ 6HUYLFH �&$6�� ZKLFK FRQYHUWV JUDGHV WR D FXPXODWLYH JUDGH SRLQW DYHUDJH
XVLQJ D VHW RI FRQVLVWHQW YDOXHV� 7KH *3$ RIIHUV DGPLVVLRQV FRPPLWWHHV DQRWKHU QXPHULFDO EDVLV
IRU FRPSDULQJ DSSOLFDQWV�

Ɣ Applicant Index: 0DQ\ ODZ VFKRROV DVN WKH &$6 WR FRPELQH DSSOLFDQWV¶ /6$7 VFRUHV DQG *3$V
ZLWK ZHLJKWHG FRQVWDQWV WR SURGXFH D VLQJOH QXPEHU ZKLFK FDQ EH XVHG WR DVVHVV DQG FRPSDUH
SRWHQWLDO IRU GRLQJ ZHOO�

Subjective Criteria
6XEMHFWLYH FULWHULD DUH WKH IDFWRUV ODZ VFKRROV FRQVLGHU LQ DGGLWLRQ WR *3$V DQG /6$7 VFRUHV�

� 1RWH WKDW DV RI VXPPHU ����� RYHU �� ODZ VFKRROV QRZ DFFHSW WKH *5(� 6HH KWWSV���ZZZ�HWV�RUJ�JUH�
UHYLVHGBJHQHUDO�DERXW�ODZ�
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XVLQJ WKH VFKRRO¶V JUDGLQJ VFDOH� WKHQ WKRVH JUDGHV ZLOO EH FDOFXODWHG LQWR ERWK WKH VSRQVRULQJ VFKRRO¶V
*3$ DQG WKH RYHUDOO *3$� EXW QRW LQWR \RXU KRPH LQVWLWXWLRQ¶V *3$� DV WKLV LV ³WUDQVIHU´ ZRUN�

,I \RX directly enrolled LQ RQH RU PRUH IRUHLJQ LQVWLWXWLRQV� DQG WKH WRWDO DPRXQW RI ZRUN LV WKH HTXLYDOHQW RI
RQH \HDU RU OHVV� GR QRW OLVW WKH IRUHLJQ LQVWLWXWLRQ ZKHQ \RX UHJLVWHU IRU WKH &$6� DQG GR QRW KDYH D
WUDQVFULSW IRUZDUGHG WR /6$&� <RX PD\� KRZHYHU� EH UHTXLUHG WR OLVW \RXU DWWHQGDQFH DW VXFK LQVWLWXWLRQV
RQ \RXU DSSOLFDWLRQV WR ODZ VFKRROV�

CAS Law School Reports
$IWHU VWXGHQWV VHQG WKHLU DSSOLFDWLRQV DQG RWKHU PDWHULDOV WR &$6�UHTXLULQJ ODZ VFKRROV� WKH VFKRROV ZLOO
FRQWDFW /6$& GLUHFWO\ WR UHTXHVW WKH DSSOLFDQW¶V ODZ VFKRRO UHSRUW� 7KH UHSRUWV DUH SUHSDUHG E\ &$6²WKH
RQO\ WKLQJ VWXGHQWV PXVW GR LV order and pay for a law school report for each school to which the
student applies� 7KH UHSRUW ZLOO LQFOXGH WKH IROORZLQJ�

Ɣ $ \HDU�E\�\HDU JUDGH DQG FUHGLW VXPPDU\
Ɣ 3KRWRFRSLHV RI DOO \RXU WUDQVFULSWV
Ɣ <RXU *3$ IRU HDFK DFDGHPLF \HDU� \RXU GHJUHH *3$ IURP \RXU KRPH LQVWLWXWLRQ� DQG \RXU

FXPXODWLYH *3$ UHIOHFWLQJ ZRUN DW \RXU KRPH LQVWLWXWLRQ DQG DOO RWKHU LQVWLWXWLRQV \RX KDYH
DWWHQGHG

Ɣ $ GHVFULSWLRQ RI \RXU RYHUDOO JUDGH GLVWULEXWLRQ
Ɣ 7KH PHDQ /6$7 VFRUH DQG *3$ RI VWXGHQWV DW \RXU XQGHUJUDGXDWH VFKRRO ZKR KDYH VXEVFULEHG

WR WKH &$6 DQG \RXU SHUFHQWLOH JUDGXDWLRQ UDQN DPRQJ WKRVH VWXGHQWV
Ɣ 8S WR �� /6$7 VFRUHV IURP WKH SDVW ILYH \HDUV� LQFOXGLQJ FDQFHOODWLRQV DQG DEVHQFHV
Ɣ $Q DYHUDJH /6$7 VFRUH� LI \RX KDYH PRUH WKDQ RQH VFRUH RQ ILOH
Ɣ &RSLHV RI \RXU /6$7 ZULWLQJ VDPSOH

7KH &$6 UHSRUW PD\ DOVR LQFOXGH DQ DSSOLFDQW LQGH[ GHVFULEHG LQ WKH $GPLVVLRQV &ULWHULD VHFWLRQ� 9LVLW
/6$& IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW &$6 /DZ 6FKRRO 5HSRUWV�

The Application
7KHUH DUH VHYHUDO RSWLRQV IRU VXEPLWWLQJ DSSOLFDWLRQV WR ODZ VFKRROV� <RX FDQ DSSO\ WR DQ\ $%$ DSSURYHG
ODZ VFKRRO WKURXJK WKH &$6 HOHFWURQLF DSSOLFDWLRQ� ZKLFK VWUHDPOLQHV WKH SURFHVV E\ DOORZLQJ \RX WR HQWHU
FRPPRQ LQIRUPDWLRQ RQO\ RQFH� \RX WKHQ FRPSOHWH HDFK VFKRRO¶V LQGLYLGXDO DSSOLFDWLRQ DQG VXEPLW \RXU
DSSOLFDWLRQV HOHFWURQLFDOO\�

<RX FDQ DOVR FRPSOHWH DSSOLFDWLRQV ORFDWHG RQ VFKRROV¶ ZHEVLWHV� RU FDOO WKH VFKRROV WR UHTXHVW KDUG�FRS\
DSSOLFDWLRQV� $GGUHVVHV DQG SKRQH QXPEHUV RI DGPLVVLRQV RIILFHV DUH SURYLGHG RQ VFKRROV¶ ZHEVLWHV�
&RPSOHWLQJ DSSOLFDWLRQ IRUPV LV D IDLUO\ VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG SURFHVV� 6FKRROV ZLOO EH VHHNLQJ EDVLF LQIRUPDWLRQ
DERXW \RX� LQFOXGLQJ \RXU DFDGHPLF EDFNJURXQG� H[WUDFXUULFXODU DFWLYLWLHV� DQG HPSOR\PHQW KLVWRU\� <RX
PD\ EH DVNHG WR OLVW RWKHU VFKRROV WR ZKLFK \RX DUH DSSO\LQJ� UHVSRQGLQJ WR WKLV TXHVWLRQ DQG�RU LQGLFDWLQJ
DQ LQWHUHVW LQ ILQDQFLDO DLG ZLOO QRW DIIHFW \RXU FKDQFHV IRU DGPLVVLRQ�

%H truthful and forthright DV \RX FRPSOHWH WKH DSSOLFDWLRQV� (QFORVH D UHVXPH ZLWK \RXU DSSOLFDWLRQ� EXW EH
VXUH WR UHVSRQG WR DOO RI WKH TXHVWLRQV RQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQV�

Personal Statements
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Ɣ ,W FDQ EH GLIILFXOW WR EDODQFH WKH GHPDQGV RI VWXG\LQJ IRU WKH /6$7 DQG DSSO\LQJ WR ODZ VFKRRO
ZKLOH ZRUNLQJ IXOO�WLPH�

&RQVLGHU WKHVH IDFWRUV ZKHQ GHFLGLQJ ZKHWKHU WR DSSO\ WR ODZ VFKRRO GLUHFWO\ DIWHU JUDGXDWLRQ� 'R QRW
KHVLWDWH WR VFKHGXOH DQ DSSRLQWPHQW ZLWK D SUH�ODZ DGYLVRU RQ

OWD L�XP
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,I SRVVLEOH� VHW DVLGH \RXU RZQ IXQGV WR KHOS SD\ IRU ODZ VFKRRO� 7DON ZLWK IDPLO\ PHPEHUV DERXW ZKHWKHU
WKH\ FDQ KHOS ZLWK ODZ VFKRRO � DZ
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KDYH EHHQ DOPRVW DOZD\V UHMHFWHG� DQG WKDW WKHLU ORDQV KDYH QRW EHHQ IRUJLYHQ DIWHU WHQ \HDUV� 7KH��

SURJUDP� DW OHDVW LQ LWV FXUUHQW LWHUDWLRQ� LV QRW D IDVW�WUDFN WR ORDQ IRUJLYHQHVV DQG ILQDQFLDO VHFXULW\ IRU
WKRVH LQWHUHVWHG LQ SXEOLF LQWHUHVW FDUHHUV�

Private Loans
Credit LV DQ LPSRUWDQW IDFWRU LQ VHFXULQJ SULYDWH ORDQV� ,QWHUHVW UDWHV� IHHV� DQG WHUPV RI UHSD\PHQW YDU\
VLJQLILFDQWO\� 7KHUH DUH D QXPEHU RI SULYDWH ORDQ SURJUDPV DYDLODEOH WR FUHGLW�ZRUWK\ ERUURZHUV ZKR DUH
QRW HOLJLEOH IRU IHGHUDO VWXGHQW ORDQV� $GGLWLRQDOO\� VRPH OHQGHUV PDNH DYDLODEOH SRVWJUDGXDWH ORDQV IRU
EDU�UHYLHZ VWXG\� (OLJLELOLW\ IRU WKHVH EDU ORDQV LV EDVHG RQ \RXU FUHGLW KLVWRU\ DQG WKH OHQGLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQ¶V
ZLOOLQJQHVV WR OHQG�

7KH WHUPV DQG FRQGLWLRQV RI WKHVH SURJUDPV YDU\ JUHDWO\� Pay careful attention WR WKH H[SODQDWLRQV IRXQG
LQ ORDQ DSSOLFDWLRQ EURFKXUHV DQG FRQVXPHU LQIRUPDWLRQ� <RX FDQ DOVR FRQWDFW WKH LQGLYLGXDO SURJUDPV RU
YLVLW WKHLU ZHEVLWHV IRU IXUWKHU GHWDLOV� $QG UHPHPEHU� DOZD\V ERUURZ WKH PLQLPXP ORDQ DPRXQW QHHGHG WR
DWWHQG WKH ODZ VFKRRO \RX KDYH FKRVHQ�

,W LV EHVW WR ZRUN ZLWK \RXU ODZ VFKRRO ILQDQFLDO DLG RIILFH before PDNLQJ D GHFLVLRQ DERXW ORDQV IRU ODZ
VFKRRO�

Grants and Scholarships
*UDQWV DQG VFKRODUVKLSV DUH RIIHUHG E\ ODZ VFKRROV EDVHG XSRQ FULWHULD VHW E\ WKH VFKRRO� ZKLFK FDQ
LQFOXGH DFDGHPLF PHULW� ILQDQFLDO QHHG� HWKQLFLW\� VSHFLILF WDOHQWV� UHVLGHQF\ RU RWKHU TXDOLILFDWLRQV� &KHFN
ZLWK HDFK ODZ VFKRRO HDUO\ LQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ SURFHVV IRU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ�

/DZ VFKRROV PD\ RIIHU PHULW VFKRODUVKLSV WR KLJKO\ TXDOLILHG DSSOLFDQWV ZLWK DQ RIIHU RI DGPLVVLRQ� :KHQ
ODZ VFKRROV FRQVLGHU \RXU ILQDQFLDO QHHG� WKH\ PD\ UHTXLUH IDPLO\ LQFRPH LQIRUPDWLRQ HYHQ LI \RX DUH
FRQVLGHUHG LQGHSHQGHQW IRU WD[ SXUSRVHV� RU IRU IHGHUDO HGXFDWLRQ ORDQV�

6RPH VWDWHV SURYLGH OLPLWHG JUDQWV IRU ODZ VFKRRO� WKHUH DUH QR IHGHUDO JUDQWV IRU ODZ VWXGHQWV� &HUWDLQ
QDWLRQDO IRXQGDWLRQV DQG RUJDQL]DWLRQV RIIHU JUDQWV DQG VFKRODUVKLSV IRU ODZ VFKRRO WKURXJK D FRPSHWLWLYH
DSSOLFDWLRQ SURFHVV�

6WXGHQWV VKRXOG LQYHVWLJDWH RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU XQLYHUVLW\ DVVLVWDQWVKLSV IRU VHFRQG DQG WKLUG \HDU ODZ
VWXGHQWV DW ODZ VFKRROV WKH\ DUH FRQVLGHULQJ� $VVLVWDQWVKLSV JHQHUDOO\ SURYLGH D �O
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7KH $PHULFDQ %DU $VVRFLDWLRQ QR ORQJHU VHWV OLPLWV RQ WKH QXPEHU RI KRXUV D ILUVW�\HDU ODZ VWXGHQW FDQ
ZRUN SHU ZHHN� DOWKRXJK VRPH ODZ VFKRROV PD\ LQGLYLGXDOO\ GR VR� 0DQ\ ODZ VWXGHQWV REWDLQ VXPPHU
HPSOR\PHQW DQG SDUW�WLPH HPSOR\PHQW GXULQJ WKH VFKRRO \HDU� 7KLV FDQ KHOS UHGXFH WKH DPRXQW RI
PRQH\ ERUURZHG�

Frugality
,W LV RIWHQ VDLG� ³,I \RX OLYH OLNH D ODZ\HU LQ ODZ VFKRRO� \RX ZLOO OLYH OLNH D ODZ VWXGHQW RQFH \RX JUDGXDWH�´
)UXJDOLW\ FDQ EH \RXU EHVW IULHQG�

How to Apply for Financial Aid
7KHUH DUH VHYHUDO LPSRUWDQW VWHSV \RX QHHG WR WDNH LI \RX DUH DSSO\LQJ IRU ILQDQFLDO DLG IRU ODZ VFKRRO�

Ɣ &KHFN \RXU FUHGLW� ,I \RX ZLOO EH XVLQJ )HGHUDO *UDG 3/86 RU SULYDWH ORDQV IRU ODZ VFKRRO� RUGHU D
IUHH FRS\ RI \RXU FUHGLW UHSRUW DQG YHULI\ WKH LQIRUPDWLRQ� 7KHVH ORDQV PD\ QRW EH DYDLODEOH LI \RXU
FUHGLW KLVWRU\ GRHV QRW PHHW PLQLPXP VWDQGDUGV�

Ɣ Apply early for financial aid� &KHFN HDFK ODZ VFKRRO¶V ZHEVLWH WR OHDUQ ILQDQFLDO DLG GHDGOLQHV�
6RPH VFKRROV KDYH SULRULW\ GDWHV IRU VXEPLWWLQJ ILQDQFLDO DLG LQIRUPDWLRQ� VWXGHQWV ZKR DSSO\
HDUOLHU KDYH D EHWWHU RSSRUWXQLW\ WR REWDLQ OLPLWHG JUDQW PRQH\�

Ɣ &RPSOHWH \RXU )$)6$ DV VRRQ DV SRVVLEOH DIWHU -DQXDU\ �� &RPSOHWLRQ RI WKH )$)6$ �)UHH
$SSOLFDWLRQ IRU )HGHUDO 6WXGHQW $LG� LV UHTXLUHG IRU DOO IHGHUDO VWXGHQW ORDQ SURJUDPV� 7KH )$)6$
LV DOVR XVHG E\ VRPH ODZ VFKRROV WR FROOHFW LQIRUPDWLRQ IRU WKHLU RZQ LQVWLWXWLRQDO DLG� %HFDXVH WKH
)$)6$ UHTXLUHV WD[ LQIRUPDWLRQ IURP WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU� LW FDQQRW EH FRPSOHWHG EHIRUH -DQXDU\ ��

Ɣ 6RPH VFKRROV KDYH VHSDUDWH DSSOLFDWLRQV IRU ILQDQFLDO DLG� ZKLOH RWKHUV XVH WKH ODZ VFKRRO
DSSOLFDWLRQ RU WKH )$)6$� 6FKRROV DOVR YDU\ LQ KRZ WKH\ GLVWULEXWH WKHLU RZQ IXQGV�

Ɣ ,I \RX KDYH VSHFLDO FLUFXPVWDQFHV� SURYLGH WKLV LQIRUPDWLRQ WR WKH ODZ VFKRRO ILQDQFLDO DLG RIILFH�
7KLV FDQ EH FULWLFDO IRU ODZ VWXGHQWV ZKR KDYH EHHQ ZRUNLQJ IXOO�WLPH LQ WKH SULRU \HDU RU ZKR KDYH
XQXVXDO PHGLFDO RU IDPLO\ H[SHQVHV�

Ɣ Do not wait to complete the FAFSA until after you are admitted to a law school� <RX FDQ OLVW XS
WR WHQ ODZ VFKRROV ZKHUH \RX ZDQW UHSRUWV VHQW� DQG XSGDWH WKLV OLVW ZLWK DGGLWLRQDO VFKRROV�

Ɣ ,I \RXU IHGHUDO WD[ UHWXUQ ZLOO QRW EH UHDG\ XQWLO ODWHU LQ WKH VSULQJ� \RX FDQ HVWLPDWH SULRU \HDU
LQFRPH RQ WKH )$)6$� 3DUHQWDO LQFRPH LV QRW FRQVLGHUHG LQ GHWHUPLQLQJ HOLJLELOLW\ IRU IHGHUDO
ORDQV WR JUDGXDWH�OHYHO VWXGHQWV� \RX ZLOO EH GLUHFWHG WR VNLS 6HFWLRQ ,,,� 3DUHQWDO ,QIRUPDWLRQ LQ
WKH )$)6$�

Making the Decision
2QFH \RX KDYH SURYLGHG DOO UHTXLUHG LQIRUPDWLRQ� ODZ VFKRROV FDQ RIIHU \RX D ILQDQFLDO DLG SDFNDJH� 7R
GHWHUPLQH \RXU ILQDQFLDO QHHG� VFKRROV WDNH WKH HVWLPDWHG FRQWULEXWLRQ FDOFXODWHG E\ WKH IHGHUDO
JRYHUQPHQW RQ \RXU )$)6$ DQG VXEWUDFW LW IURP WKH VFKRRO¶V VWXGHQW H[SHQVH EXGJHW�

,Q GHFLGLQJ ZKLFK ODZ VFKRRO WR DWWHQG� it is important to balance your financial considerations with other
criteria� VXFK DV UHSXWDWLRQ� ORFDWLRQ� VL]H� IDFXOW\� SURJUDPV DQG SODFHPHQW VXFFHVV� &RPSDUH WKH QHW RI
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https://studentaid.gov/sa/fafsa


https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/paying-law-school
https://www.lsac.org/docs/default-source/publications-(lsac-resources)/statementofgoodadm.pdf
https://www.accesslex.org/financial-education-resources-for-students
https://studentaid.gov/sa/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/sa/
http://finaid.org/
https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
https://www.accessgroup.org/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/center-pro-bono/resources/directory_of_law_school_public_interest_pro_bono_programs/definitions/pi_lrap/
http://fastweb.com
https://law.yale.edu/admissions/cost-financial-aid/financial-aid-forms-resources/outside-scholarships




http://lsac.org
http://americanbar.org
http://www.abanet.org/legaled/prelaw/prep.html
https://cleoinc.org/
http://lsac.org
https://www.nalp.org/


��

VWXGHQWV DQG ODZ\HUV�

Ɣ +($7+ 5HVRXUFH &HQWHU LV D QDWLRQDO FOHDULQJKRXVH IRU SHUVRQV ZLWK GLVDELOLWLHV�

7KH IROORZLQJ RUJDQL]DWLRQV FDQ SURYLGH LQVLJKW WR FDQGLGDWHV IURP XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG EDFNJURXQGV
DSSO\LQJ WR ODZ VFKRRO�

Ɣ $%$ &RPPLVVLRQ RQ 5DFLDO DQG (WKQLF 'LYHUVLW\ LQ WKH 3URIHVVLRQ

Ɣ $VLDQ $PHULFDQ /HJDO 'HIHQVH DQG (GXFDWLRQ )XQG �$$/'()�

Ɣ +LVSDQLF 1DWLRQDO %DU $VVRFLDWLRQ �+1%$�

Ɣ 0H[LFDQ $PHULFDQ /HJDO 'HIHQVH DQG (GXFDWLRQ )XQG �0$/'()�

Ɣ 1$$&3 /HJDO 'HIHQVH DQG (GXFDWLRQ )XQG

Ɣ 1DWLRQDO $VLDQ 3DFLILF $PHULFDQ %DU $VVRFLDWLRQ �1$3$%$�

Ɣ 1DWLRQDO %ODFN /DZ 6WXGHQW $VVRFLDWLRQ �1%/6$�

Ɣ 1DWLYH $PHULFDQ 5LJKWV )XQG �1$5)�

Ɣ 3XHUWR 5LFDQ /HJDO 'HIHQVH DQG (GXFDWLRQ )XQG �35/'()�

Ɣ /*%7 %DU

1$3/$�%RVWRQ &ROOHJH 3UH�/DZ *XLGH

https://www.heath.gwu.edu/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/diversity/DiversityCommission/
https://www.aaldef.org/
https://hnba.com/
https://www.maldef.org/
https://www.naacpldf.org/
https://www.napaba.org/
https://www.nblsa.org/
https://www.narf.org/
https://www.latinojustice.org/
https://lgbtbar.org/

